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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
| EDMUND BURKE, 
5 THIS CHARGE, 
4s A HUMBLE TRIBUTE OF THANKFULNESS, 
FOR THE TIMELY ALARM BY HIM SOUNDED 
” AGAINST THE | os 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC INCENDIARIES 
' OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


Is OFFERED AND INSCRIBED BY 


11th Feb. 1793. 


THE AUTHOR. 
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Gentlemen of 1 the Grand Jury: 


; was. my design, a short time. since, 
to address you this day on a subject of a 


| nature altogether peaceful and agree- 

able: I mean, the reformation 80 much 
and so long wanted, and now likely to 
prevail universally, in the practice of 
MEASURING CORN. But I must speak to 5 
- you concisely on this subject, that I may 
hasten to one of incomparably greater 


importance. | 
I will. state to you the purport of the 


most material acts of parliament for es- 
tablishing ONE measure of corn through- _ 


out the kingdom : that you may be ap- 


prized of your duty respecting present= | 


ments or indictments for offences against 
those acts: first premising, that by a 


3 ä 

late decision of the Court of King 8 1 
Bench, these acts remain unrepealed. = 

Prog On, See the Appendix. 
TukkE have been no less than twelve ” 
8 statutes relating to weights and mea- 
sures, made in different reigns prior to 

f that of Car. I. The earliest of which | is 
in the 9 of Hen. III.; that is, in the | 
year 1225. But it will be sufficient to 
our present Purpose, as it will compre- 
7 hend all that is now. material on the sub 
| ject, if I begin with stating to vou the | 
purport of 16 Car, I. c. 19. = 
"I is enacted, that there shall be but 
' ONE measure, according to the standard 
5 of the Exchequer. Mayors, or other 
head officers, or their deputies or agents, 
are to execute the office of clerk of the 
market. * any mayor, or other officer, 
having power to inquire of any abuses 

in measures, shall seal or give allowance 
pee ran other measure than according to 

il | the standard of the Exchequer ; or shall, 
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upon reasonable request and warning, fe. 


refuse to seal such measures as are ac- 


e cording to the said standard, on paying Is 


— legal fee; he Shall forfeit, 51. — 
22 Car. II. c. 8. If any person shall sell 
any corn, in open market, or any other 
place, by any other bushel or measure, 
than what is agreeable to the standard 


” of the Exchequer, commonly called, the 
Winchester Measure, containing eight 


gallons to the bushel, and no more or less, 
and strucken even by the brim, and 

sealed and directed, he shall forſeit for 
5 every offence 40 8. | 

And if any mayor, or other 1 of- 
ficer, shall knowingly and wilfully suffer 
any person to buy or sell corn by any 
other bushel or measure than that pre- 
scribed, and sealed as directed; z he 5 
shall for every offence, upon conviction 
by presentment or indictment before the 


Justices for the county, at their quarter 
sessions, forfeit yh——— 


10 7 
If any mayor, or other person autho- 
rized by law to seal measures, shall ne- 
glect or refuse (being required) to seal 
any bushel, half bushel, or peck, duly 
gauged, he shall forfeit, for the first of- 
ö fence, zl. and for every other offence, 10l. 
And if any person shall exact more than 
one penny for sealing a bushel, or more 
than one half- penriy for half a bushel or 
5 peck, he shall forfeit for the first offence, 
Wo for the second, 100. and for every 7 
other offence, 20l. 5 = 
That there may be a just and certain 
5 measure to determine all controversies, 
one measure of brass shall be chained in 
the public market-place, at the charge of 
the persons having the tolls thereof, on 
pain of forfeiting 5. 
And constables are impowered and re- 
| quired to search and examine if any per- 
sons use measures contrary to this act: 
and in case they shall find any wunsealed 
measures, to seize and break the same, 


fu 


; and to present the offenders at the ensu- 
_ ing sessions. pot BHT 
22 and 2g Car. II. l. Ber per- 
son who shall buy or sell any corn without 
measuring. being thereunto required; or 
in any other manner than is directed by 
22 Car. II. c. 8, shall forfeit and lose (be- 
sides the penalty of that act) all corn So 
bought or sold, or the value thereof to the : 
persons complaining. 5 
On complaint of any offence against! this 

N act, the proof shall lie upon the defendant, 5 
that he did buy or sell corn in every respect . 
according to this and the said former acts. 
GENTLEMEN; for the more certain and 
perpetual inforceinent of the measure of 
corn agreeably to these acts of parlia- 
ment, in which the public interest is so 


” nearly concerned, and for the prevention, 


or the more ready determination of any 
differences, I strongly recommend, that 
in your respective parishes the constables 

be forthwith provided with a bushel, 

sealed as these acts direct. = 
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GENTLEMEN ; I ought not to quit this 
subject without making an observation, 
in which you have probably anticipated, 


and in which I am sure you will concur 


with! me. And that 3 is, we cannot forbear 


to admire those wise and excellent pro- 
visions which the laws of our country 
have made in this, as in other instances. 
The practice which lately prevailed in 
most parts of the kingdom, of buying 
and selling corn by a measure uncertain, 


but always larger than the true one, was 


in no respect the fault of the laws, nor 

yet of those persons by whom they are 
enforced; but it was owing solely to the 

inadvertence and negligence of husband- 


men themselves, for whom every just 
provision had been long since made: 


who will, I trust, in future, be duly at- 

tentive to their own fair interests; and 
ready also to assist, by all lawful means, 
the endeavours of magistrates to distri- 


bute to every man his due. 
But, GENTLEMEN; the concern and in- 


L193 


terest which you, and the country i in ge- 
neral, have i in this business of measuring ü 
corn, is of very small importance, when | 
compared with another matter, on which 
his Majesty has commanded his Justices 
of the Peace to address the several Grand 
Juries throughout the Rayon at this 


present general quarter sessions. 


In the month of May last, his Majesty, 55 
who is constantly solicitous for the wel- 
- fare and happiness of his people, found, 


0 That divers wicked and Seditious writ- 


ings bad been printed, publisbed, and in- | 
 dustriously dispersed ; tending to excite © 
tumult and disorder, by endeavouring . 

raise groundless jealousies and discontents 
in the minds of bis subjects : and also bad 


reason to believe, tbat correspondences had 


been entered into with Sundry persons in 
K parts, with a view to forward those 


criminal and wicked purposes.” 
His Majesty thereupon, being recolved 


to repress such seditious practices, issued 


— ———Eů — —— ͤ— 4 — 
8 1 _ 1 8 


K 

most zeasonably his royal proclamation; ; 
— « Solemnly warning his Subjects to guard 
Wl. 5 e all attempts of the nature above- 
Wl mentioned, which aim at the subversion of 


all regular government within the king- 


dom, and are inconsistent with the peace 


and order of Society.” 
16 5 Gentlemen; I am persuaded you re- 


1118 Jjoice with me in knowing, that this 


proof of his Majesty s watchfulness for 
the good of his subjects, has been re- 


| 

| 

3 

| TW ceived by them throughout the kingdom 
| with a most grateful attention. And [ 


4 8 a a. 
— — 


dm eapecially happy in believing (rom 
mue observation and experience of several 
ö years), that in no part of the kingdom 
are the people more thankful for the hap- 
piness they enjoy under his Majesty s go- 


yt — — 2D, 


— 


. vernment, nor more inclined to deserve 
that happiness by conducting themselves 
1" as faithful subjects, than the people in 
those hundreds out of which you are re- 
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Grand Jury. From all general affirma- 
tions SOMe exceptions must be made; but 
5 your neighbours are generally indus- 
trious, orderly, and peaceable: Ido hope 
to see them still more so, when the great 
zuperfluity which there i is of ALEHOUSES, 
in many of our villages, can be properly 
reduced. ALEHOUSES 1 THAT DEPLO- 


55 RABLE SOURCE oF MOST or THE Dis- 1 


ORDERS AND TUMULTS, VICES AND | 
CRIMES, POVERTY AND POOR-RATES IN 
THE KINGDOM. 
M8, Gentlemen; little as our part of 
the country is at present infested with 
discontent and sedition, it still becomes 
us all to be very vigilant that they be not 
introduced amongst us. For, his Majesty 
finding, 6: that tbe dispersion of seditious 
writings. bad lately been renewed with | 
much activity in different parts of the king- 
dom,” has directed, that it Should be gi- 
ven in charge to you, Gentlemen of 
the Grand Jury, and I do accordingly 


7 8 4 16 7 
5 charge you Aigen to inquire, and 4 
true presentment to make, of all such wicked 
and sed itious writings, fublisbed and qpread 
within your bundreds, as sball be given 
You. in charge, or sball otberwise come to 
your knowledge ; in order that the authors, 
Printers, and publishers of all aucb ꝛwrit- 
. ings as aforesaid, may be severally dealt 
ä with for their offences according to law.” 
Gentlemen; 1 it is scarcely credible, 6 
with, what diligence and activity the 
sSowers of sedition have lately been at 
work in all corners of the land. Books 
and papers without number have been 
circulated, either gratis, or at the lowest 
possible] prices, by societies of various de- 
nominations: boldly proposing, not the 5 


IMPROVEMENT, but the UTTER SUBVER= - © 


 $lonofour Constitution and Government. 55 
5 Insomuch that within these few weeks it 5 
has been (though I trust it has now 
ceased to be) a question, Not,—whether 

the produce of your farms should be 


” _ earth— 


c 2 


delivered by a 1 lawful measure; but, — p 
whether that produce should be your own 
property, or go into the hands of lawless 
plunderers whether you should have ; 
any servants and labourers to till your 5 
farms, or any farms to till? For, va- 
rious bodies of men had associated (in 


undoubted connection and concert with = 


; persons in AND FROM foreign parts) for 
the purpose of recommending to, and 
5 forcing upon, THIS happy nation, an imi- 

tation of the proceedings of that most 


wretched of all the nations upon the 
—FRANCE. 


The miseries under which that de- 
7 voted country now groans, are probably 
known to us but imperfectly. However, 
we know, that public credit is destroyed; 

—a flourishing commerce ruined pro- 
perty of every kind, and the products of 
THE EARTH in particular, at the mercy 
of alawless multitude;—of liberty and of 
justice not the shadow remaining: — 


Þ 18 T 
innocent persons without number mas- 


85 sacred or banished personal safety S0 
| precarious (at least 1 in the metropolis and 


the greater towns). that no man. whose 5 


fortune is an object of plunder, or who 
is not attached to the ruling faction of 5 
the day, can lay himself down to rest, 8 
with any assurance that a band of mur- 
derers have not devoted him to die before 5 
the morning ;— * God and the King,” 
whom WE are justly taught to fear and 
Honour,“ alike dishonoured, reviled, re- 
nounced, and rejected :— — | 
In short, the contest Seems now. re- 
duced to this single point, — — Whether 
those who HAVE PROPERTY shall not | 
divide it EQUALLY with those who have 
| NONE. And all these enormities ;—this 


trapine, these murders, and massacres,— 
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not only remain unpunished ; but have 

been countenanced, and even applauded, 

in the seat of legislation itsel. 
Thus have the French « done all that 


ar" 


men can do, to injure the Ar cause of PE 
| LIBERTY, and to check the progress of it 
= the world. For, what monarchs will 
not be afraid to yield, nay, what wise 5 
subjects will not be afraid to demand, 


even a just extension of liberty ; ; While : 
consequences so fatal to both parties, as 


those which France exhibits, are fresh 
I in the recollection of mankind ? 2 

But let us hope, for the quiet and 
safety of human kind, that these san- 
guinary monsters have nearly run their | 
execrable race. „ 


At the 1 time of gpeaking | these words ( 14th ths 
- nuary, 1793) there remained one great step in this race 
of crimes. | And that step, alas! was taken SEVEN 
DAYS AFTER, EF. 
I do not hear. that any one amongst THe ENGLISH 
1 APOLOGISTS FOR THE FRENCH, IN ANY PLACE, has 
failed to express his abhorrence of this barbarous, | ini- 
quitous, and cowardly act. 
| Of all the maxims which licentiousness has lately 
taught, this (which seems to be adopted in France) 
is the most horribly licentious :—That MURDER FOR 
LIBERTY IS NO CRIME. I once hoped, that if perfect 
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Fre rom this horrid spectacle, let us turn 


our thoughts to the actual situation of 85 
this country of OURS. 


Our public credit is still high, not- 


withstanding warlike preparations —fo- 
reign commerce flourishing beyond all 


past example; and by the vast capitals, | 
the honourable name, and the enterpriz- 


ing spirit of our merchants, increasing in 


all quarters of the globe —inland trade 


5 rapidly making its way, by new chan- 
nels, into every corner of the kingdom, 


liberty could be: procured to tha ale 1 by as 
| MURDER OF ONE INNOCENT MAN, few Englichmen 
could be found who would not decline THE OLOR 1ouvs 
AND IMMORTAL WORK. But I have Shuddered to hear | 
some of them coolly say, — That the first of the late | 


French Revolutions was accomplished with as little un- 


necessary bloodshed as possible. ALITT Le MURDER! 


Ang LIBERTY CHEAP AT SUCH A RICE“ These 


Principles have produced i in France their proper fruits. 
Sod forbid they should thrive in a British soil! Alas! 
when man has learned to dip his hands in HR BLOOD 


or MAN, no beast of prey seems to be so dreadfully fe- 
rocious as HE is. 
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manufactures in so much request r 
their goodness and cheapness, that the 
markets for them cannot be sufficiently 3 
supplied the general face of the coun- 
try S0 improved and improving (espe- 5 
cially, as you well know, by vast under- 
takings i in DRAINAGE) that it seems as if 
in a few years there would hardly be an 
acre of land, which stagnant water will 


135 continue to cover and retain in an un- 
| profitable and disgraceful state —per- 


sonal safety, liberty, and property, se- 
cured to every honest and industrious 
man by just and equal laws : and those 
laws ADMINISTERED with an impartiality 
that 1s above all reproach. 

Gentlemen ; if such be the condition 
to which we have attained, and in which 
we are daily advancing, under our pre- 
sent happy Constitution; can there be 
any wisdom or patriotism, in recom- 


[ 22 J 
mending the example of THE : FrexCH to 
our imitation? ST 

5 For, do we live (as they « did a few years 

since) under an ARBITRARY and DESPO- | 

110 government ? which 1 in that country 

justly called for GREAT ALTERATIONS ; „ 

suppose even a revolution; yet not such 
an INSANE revolution, as they have lately 
: by a Second, and that a most desperate : 
experiment resorted too! 
Some blemishes and defects may be 

5 discerned i in our laws and institutions; 

as in what that is human may there not? 


But shall we, to remove them, volunta- 1 


rily 1 incur a great hazard of having NO 
laws to protect us; by letting loose (as 
in France) THE MULTITUDE to reform us? 
As well might you pray for A SUCCES- 
SION OF HURRICANES, for the benefit and ; 
improvement of your fields and villages. 
Let us rather entrust all improvements 
to the circumspect wisdom of our consti- 
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tutional legislators, the King, Lords, and 
w Commons ; ; than whom, perhaps, the 
world cannot shew a body of men more 
watchful over, and more devoted to the 


; welfare of any people. 


Gentlemen; ; it is Thus the nation ap- 5 


: pears now to judge. 


For, his Majesty's faithful iber T 
sensible of the blessings they enjoy under : 
his: paternal government, are now de- 
claring with one voice, raised in all parts 
of the kingdom, that they are cordially 

5 attached to that Government. and to the 

existing Constitution of their country. 
Never, I believe, on any occasion, was 
the sense of this nation expressed in so 

full and unequivocal a manner. In con- 
quence of. which, and of the wise and 


vigorous public measures that have been 


pursued, DISLOYALTY AND s EDITION, 
which lately ventured abroad with an 


insulting and menacing air, have shrunk 
and hid themselves from the view of an 


rr . 


* 
. . ̃⅛ ꝙcꝰ,Ü˙. . ˖—· 2 8. 


7 i 
I 
” 
: 
| 
: 
' 
if 
1 
y 
; 
| 
4 
J 


a = 
— 1 N 75 
_ 5 n 2 5 =, ue rr 3 
— —— ů ů —¹ü ˙¹˙¹ü⁰ —— - 


8 


indignant people But disloyalty, bar 7 


Hed and disconcerted, will not be hastily . 
converted into loyal attachment. Pro- 


bably, pent up in the narrow cell of the 3 
a guilty bosom, it rages with a malignity 5 
made tenfold by disappointment. We 
must not, therefore, fall into an indo- 
lent security. The first storm, which 5 
threatened us is happily blown over: 
we must anxiously watch the face of the : 
| sky, and make provision against a se- 
cond. | | 


It cannot be necessary, Gentlemen, to 
remind persons of your experience and 


years; but it may be useful to some 
f who stand around us, to observe That 


while we contend most zealously for the 


support of our happy Constitution, we 
must be careful to do so in a legal and 
constitutional MANNER. Should there 
be found amongst us any men weak or 


wicked enough to aim at the destruction 
of our happiness by treasonable or sedi- 
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tious practices; - let the justice of their 


country fall upon them by the course of 
A LAWFUL TRIAL. But if ever their per- 
sons or property should be threatened in 
Ax OTHER WAY ; prevent (1 pray you), : 
by all your influence and exertions, that 
most dangerous of all the modes of 1 injus- 
tice, the rash and A justice of A 


RIOTOUS MULTITUDE. 


Do this for your own sake, as s well as 


. for the sake of what is. right and fit: 


for ANARCHY and VIOLENCE do not long | 
| continue to be RESPECTERS OF PERSONS. 
Gentlemen: The obvious conclusion 
from all that has been given you in 


charge, is this: — That you are bound, 


as you regard whatever can be dear to 
5 yourselves and your posterity, to cherish 
in your own minds, and to infuse into the 


minds of others, as far as your influence 


extends, a spirit of thankfulness to Di- 


vine Providence, and of profound re- 
spect towards the memory of your fore- 
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fathers; for the invaluable blessin; gs which 
you possess, in the security of your lives, 
liberties, and properties, under our most 
= happy system of laws, and under the just 
and mild execution of them by a most 
benevolent and truly ps patriotic. Kixs. 
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| ADMONITION | to hs. Keepers of 5 
nns and Alehouses, 24th Ja- 


. 1793. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE circumstances of the present 
times render it especially necessary, that 
good order and rule should be most di- 
ligently kept in your several houses: in 

1 5 particular, that TUMULTS and DISORDERS 7 5 

- of every kind, and against whatever per- : 
SONS directed ; the publication of sxpiTI= _ 
ous WRITINGS 5 . and the holding of SE- 
'DITIOUS DEBATES and CONVERSATIONS 
should be most carefully prevented. 

There i is much reason to fear, and in- 

deed no room to doubt, that the public 

disturbances and mischiefs which I have 
mentioned, either have their beginning, 


or find a great increase, in inns and ale- 
houses. 1 
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For this reason, the magistrates within 


these hundreds have thought fit to call 
you together, in order to your receiving 
an admonition; — and I do accordingly 
admonish you, — That you. and all persons 
employed by you in the management of -- 
your houses, do conduct yourselves as 
1 peaceable and faithful subjects of the 
King: and also, that you diligently ob- 7 - 
serve the conduct of persons resorting to 5 
your houses; and speedily report to a 
5 magistrate any riotous or tumultuous be- 
haviour; whether it be on a PRETENCE £ 
of LOYALTY, or from manifest disattec- 
tion: for, WHOEVER disturbs the publie 
peace. he is an ENEMY to the King. 


1 must further admonish you ; That, 


as your houses are license d solely © 
_ the public accommodation and benefit; 


therefore, whenever any of them shall 
cease to answer that good purpose, and 
shall even have a contrary effect; espe- 
cially 1 in the cases s of which I have been 


x 29 . 
speaking to you; magistrates. will be 


bound in duty, and 1 believe they are by 
no means disinclined, TO. REDUCE THE 


| NUMBER or THEM ; which i in most of 


our villages i is very unnecewarily great. 
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„„ APPENDIX. 
= : „ ; 5 
1792. 


. The King against 7. Myjor” 


8 in. the penalty of 10 l. 15s. 
5 being the value of forty bushels of wheat, 
bought by another measure than that 

which is agreeable to the standard in 
the Exchequer, containing eight gallons 

to the bushel, and no more or less; (that 
is to say, by a certain other pretended ” 


bushel, containing eight gallons and a = 


: pint : * 


The legality of this conviction was 


i argued 4th February, 1792: 


The Court took time to consider this 


question, as being of general importance. 


And now (16th June, 1792) Lord 


| Kenyon, C. J. delivered the opinion of 


the Court: 


1 31 7 
This is a conviction for selling corn 


by a measure different from that of the | 
Winchester bushel. The question has 


remained so long undetermined, from an 


anxxiety to decide (if possible) i in favour 


of the defendant, because this,is an er- 


ror spread generally over the kingdom. £ 


It depends upon two statutes; ne 
22 Car. II. C. 8. which directs in ye. 


sitive terms, that any person selling corn, 
grain, or salt, usually sold by the bushel, ; 
by any other than the Winchester mea- 
sure, shall forfeit 40s. : and the 22 and 
23 Car. II. c. 12. which recites that act 
made in the preceding year; and, to 
enforce it, subjects the party buying or 
: selling to the additional penalty of for- 
feiting the corn so sold, or its value. 
These acts are express and positive: i 
and it was admitted by the counsel who 
argued against the conviction, that there | 
has been no statute directly repealing 
them. But it was > contended, that the 
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̃ 10 Geo. III. 8 39, the 17 Geo. ut. oy 


© 44+; : and many other Statutes regu- 


lating the corn trade, and appointing in- 
n spectors to send up accounts of the ave- 
rage prices of corn, and to notice the va- 

rious customary measures, do obliquely, A 
5 though not expressly, Jepeal them. 


We have considered this subject, and : 


even talked with the other judges upon 

it: and we are of opinion, that positive N 
statutes cannot be repealed in this way; N 
and that the Conviction must be af- | 


vi COR art. 4 


Taken from the Reports hy: Mi- 2 
chael Nolan, Exq. of Lincoln's- 
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